CHAPTER  XI
RICHARD   FEELS  THAT   HIS  CAUSE   IS   LOST
The king lay sick at Jaffa, spent
And worn, in deep discouragement,
And thus reflecting as he lay
He thought 'twere best to go away,
For the town's weakness and its lack
Of means to fend off an attack.                                             11,730
He sent then for Count Henry, one
Who was the king's own sister's son,
And for the Templars, and sent call
For those who served the Hospital,
And he spoke to them, to explain
His heart's grief and his body's pain.
He said that some must needs go on
To mount a guard on Ascalonj
Others must stay at Jaffa, where
They were, and guard the town with care 5                            11,740
And he would go to Acre, where he
Might be cured of his malady.1
He said to them that he could do
No more. What shall I say to you,
Save that they one and all excused
1 Richard of Devizes (p. 499) says that Richard recovered his health when he heard
the news of the death of Hugh of Burgundy and the departure of the French.